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On June 24, 2022 (Friday), the Malaysian Furniture
Council (MFC) has conducted its 2022 Annual General
Meeting (AGM). The AGM was held at Dewan MTIB at the
13th Floor of Menara PGRM, Kuala Lumpur.

Annual General Meeting
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The meeting which commenced at 2.30pm saw a decent
number of attendees is the first AGM for the 2021/2023
MFC Governing Committee. The meeting begins with an
address to the audience by the MFC President, Mr Khoo
Yeow Chong.

In his speech, he stressed on a number of issues such as
the new minimum wage, lack of manpower, rising
shipping cost and lack of raw materials. While MFC
supports the move to increase the minimum wage, it
remains adamant that a gradual hike of RM 100 annually
is more appropriate.

After some constructive discussion regarding issues
pertaining to the furniture industry as well as motion
being proposed, the meeting adjourned at 4pm with a
wish of gratitude to all the attendees.
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MFC Retreat and Sharing Session for State Secretariats
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Following its 2022 AGM, MFC has then decided to
conduct a training camp the following day on June 25,
2022.The camp held at Sunway Velocity Hotel was
intended to train secretariats from state associations to
keep them abreast with current issues and events.

MFC Secretary-General, Matthew Law in his opening
remark states that it is important for secretariats to keep
themselves updated as they play a very important role in
their respective associations in functioning effectively.

The event was divided into three sessions where it
commenced with the introduction of protocols during
meetings, dinners as well as the addressing of dignitaries
and VIP’s.

Following a sumptuous lunch at Grand Imperial, the
event then proceeded to the second session which
covers incentives from the government and other
organisations to assist in alleviating the burden of
industry players.

The third session then commenced covering the legal
aspect on legislations and guidelines which impacts the
industry.

The event then concluded at 4pm with an enlightened
group of state secretariats which will hopefully assist
them in conducting their role in a more effective manner.




Malaysia's total trade of
timber and timber products
recorded a 10.1%% growth
in Q1 2022

RM7.89 Billion
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The country recorded a notable 10.1% growth of total
trade for timber and timber products for the 1st quarter
of 2022. In actual numbers, the figure rises from RM
7.89 billion in Q1 2021 to RM 8.69 billion of total trade
for the same period this year.

Whereas for exports alone, it increased 8.2% from RM
6.04 billion in Q1 2021 to RM 6.54 billion in Q2 2022.
Once again, wooden furniture took the lion’s share of
RM 3.1 billion (47.3%) of the Q1 total exports followed
by plywood (RM 0.8 billion) and sawntimber (RM 0.6
billion).

As usual, the United States is the top export destination
for timber and timber products (34.8%) followed by its
close ally, Japan (14.8%) and China (9%).

The recent trade visits by the Ministry of Plantation
Industries and Commodities (MPIC) and Malaysian
Timber Council (MTC) to the US and Europe have
opened business opportunities for Malaysian industry
players.

With most borders already opened and certain
restriction loosen, it is hopeful that industry players will
grab the opportunities already opened by the
government.

Source:
https://www.thesundaily.my/business/timber-industry-chalks-101-
growth-in-q1-KC9271369
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MFC joins MTC led-courtesy visit to Vietnam

ORATRESST202266R13HER17THES S T 2R
RAAEATHESZER. ZEEADRATLAMIEESEN
w, MEAMAEDRALAMEORAS (TEAW, SHE—FHR
REZ @M.

FEIT AR R T #EdA A F Al AR+ Tl 4 (HAWA) |
BISA#MS5FTZ RS (DOWA) . FEREARM N TiH< (BIFA) A
HE AR A= RIS (ViForest) BUIER

DRATRES SRR KBS KRR, EBEHXINF

IR E

BETHERMIBMEREL, WHELEETESEREE, U
H—L R RAEZBHAM RS MRFEE.

W HENSEETRS52000F R BIESHML—B. &Y
RURBE—MMLREN, DG PNRBENERERHRSHREM
XHZF .

OnJune 13 - June 17, 2022, the Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC)
has participated a Market and Business visit to Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City, Vietnam. The visit led by the Malaysian Timber Council (MTC)
also saw the participation of other timber associations like TEAM in
an effort to explore for more opportunities.

The entourage was received by a few Vietnamese timber associations
like Handicraft and Wood Industry Association of Ho Chi Minh City
(HAWA), Dong Nai Wood Processing Association (DOWA), Vietnam
Timber and Forest Products (ViForest) and Binh Duong Wood
Processing Association (BIFA).

MFC's representative are President Mr Khoo Yeow Chong and GC Member
Mr Daniel Hu alongside several MFC members.

Due to the close proximity of both countries, a Memorandum of
Cooperation (MoC) was signed to further develop timber trade and
economic cooperation between both nations.

The MoC was also in line with the ASEAN Summit agreement in 2000
where the initiative of ASEAN Integration (IAl) was launched to narrow
the development gap and enhance the competitiveness of ASEAN as
aregion.

Source:
MTC Press Statement (Malaysia, Vietnam Timber Industries Sign Memorandum of
Cooperation)




Meeting with U.S. Customs Border and Protection

On 1 June 2022, AMCHAM hosted the U.S. Customs Border and Protection (CBP)
leadership for an industry briefing and Q&A session at the AMCHAM Executive Office.
The U.S. CBP delegation to Malaysia was led by John P. Leonard, Deputy Executive
Assistant Commissioner and together with the Executive Director for Trade Remedy
Law Enforcement, Eric Choy.

The delegation shared Malaysia-specific concerns of forced labour, transhipment and
anti-dumping to the crowd of 50 in-person attendees, who came from various
industries such as E&E, rubber gloves and rubber products, food, furniture,
agriculture, etc. Thank you to our fellow Chamber and trade association partners for
disseminating this program to the other industry players.

AMCHAM is grateful to the U.S. CBP for providing AMCHAM with the opportunity to
host an interactive session with Malaysian manufacturers and exporters who are
exporting or looking into exporting to the United States. AMCHAM is committed to
enhancing the good working relationship with the U.S. CBP as Malaysian exports to
the U.S. continue to increase yearly and facilitate issues around trade enforcement
and facilitation.

Source: https://amcham.com.my/29222-2/
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Malaysia’s cap on Bangladeshi recruitment company part of ethical process
(As of June 26, 2022)
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The spat between the Bangladeshi government and our Minister of Human Resources (MOHR) regarding
the capping of firms allowed to recruit workers from the South Asian nation to Malaysia brought countless
twists and turns.

As of June 26, 2022, our MOHR Minister, YB Datuk Seri M. Saravanan explained that the reason why such a
cap was implemented by Putrajaya was to improve its international standing on migrant issues.

This move will also support the fight against unethical recruitment treatment as Malaysia is placed at an
unfavourable position with regards to the Annual Trafficking in Persons Report issued by the US State
Department.

He added that the report has always highlighted the excessive recruitment fee involved where a classic
example of a Malaysian GLC being requested to refund the Bangladeshi workers the fees they paid in the
recruitment process.

“Malaysia fully supports the fair and ethical treatment as required by the International Labour Organisation
and there should be minimum cost borne by the workers.”

Source:
https://www.malaymail.com/news/malaysia/2022/06/26/hr-minister-says-malaysias-cap-on-bangladeshi-hiring-firms-part-of-ethical-recruitment-goals/14304
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Despite being located on the other side of the world, the war in Ukraine has caused not only food
prices to increase but other commodities as well. In the Land of the Rising Sun, lumber which mostly
originate from Russia are a scarce commodity and it is estimated to run out in the summer.

Russian veneer accounted for 82% of the 294,000 cubic meters of plywood imported last year and
according to the latest statistics, the national average price of softwood plywood was ¥2,070 per sheet
in March, 70% higher than last year.

In another statement by the Japan Furniture Industry Development Association (JFA), this dearth has
forced some manufacturers to raise their prices by 10% -20% of their tables and cupboards made from
Russian tamo wood.

As an emergency measure, the Japanese government has encouraged the usage of domestic timber
and allocated ¥4 billion to wood processing companies to support the cost of transporting and
procuring domestic wood while also providing funds to homebuilders and contractors to change their
construction methods.

Source: https://asianews.network/skyrocketing-lumber-prices-push-up-costs-of-homes-furniture/
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49th CIFF to be held in July 2022
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After being forced to postpone due to the raging Covid-19 pandemic, the 49th China International Furniture Fair (CIFF)
will be held from July 17 - July 20, 2022 (Home Furniture/ Home Décor/ Outdoor Leisure) and from July 26 — July 29,
2022 (Office Show and CIFM/ Interzum Guangzhou).

Being the 'national team’ for China’s furnishing industry CIFF Guangzhou will be making the most of its advantage in
mobilizing venue, exhibition and service resources. With the positioning of the “Design Trend, Global Trade, Full Supply

Chain”, CIFF always adhere to exploring new opportunities and breaking new ground.

The organiser remains confident that CIFF will be a safe, orderly and green event for the furniture industry with a great
strength in high quality, full industry chain and diverse channel.

With the event in July 2022, CIFF Guangzhou is looking forward to the union of friends from the industry.

Source: CIFF Notice (June 2022)
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MALAYSIA'S TOP 10 EXPORTS OF FURNITURE, BY COUNTRY
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Data sorted by value of 2021
As at 22.6.2022
2021° 2021 (Jan-May)® 2022 (Jan-May)”
COUNTRY Value Share Value Share Value Share Change
RMMil) % (RMMi.) % (RMMil) % %
TOTAL EXPORTS 12,577.3 100.0 5,956.0 100.0 6,143.7 100.0 3.2
1 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA E[E 72759 57.8 3,4703 583 3,4444 561 0.7
2 REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE Ffli 7347 58 299.7 5.0 3738 6.1 247
3 JAPAN B 689.4 55 3079 52 339.7 55 103
4 AUSTRALIA JBiH| 4669 3.7 2384 4.0 255.0 4.1 7.0
5 UNITED KINGDOM Z[E] 4369 35 2237 38 1987 3.2 -11.2
6 CANADA JIZX 2876 23 133.6 2.2 1475 2.4 104
7 INDIA EJFE 2165 1.7 973 1.6 1292 21 329
8 SAUDI ARABIA bHERITHI{H 1832 15 91.8 15 635 1.0 -308
9 UNITED ARAB EMIRATES FIIBXE5EFNE 1705 1.4 815 14 837 14 2.8
10 PHILIPPINES FEfREE 1602 1.3 637 1.1 1051 1.7 651
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MALAYSIA'S TOP 10 IMPORTS OF FURNITURE, BY COUNTRY
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Data sorted by value of 2021
As at 22.06.2022

2021° 2021 (Jan-May)® 2022 (Jan-May)®
COUNTRY Value Share Value Share | Value Share Change
RM M) % (RMMi.) % |(RMMi.) % %

TOTAL IMPORTS 4,854.5 100.0 1,945.5 2,094.8 100.0

1 PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA Fh[E 3,6422 750 1,439.8 740 14459 69.0
2 THAILAND Z=E 1927 40 87.1 45 106.0 5.1
3 REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA Ef2 1384 20 656 3.4 82.1 3.9
4 JAPAN BN 1305 2.7 640 3.3 63.4 3.0
5 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA £ 1199 25 471 24 36.1 1.7
6 FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY {2 955 2.0 352 1.8 45.4 22
7 SOCIALIST REP. OF VIETNAM g 882 1.8 431 22 59.9 29
8 TAIWAN &i& 602 1.2 216 1.1 339 1.6
9 ITALY B AF) 555 1.1 219 11 439 2.1

10 POLAND jF= 52.1 11 15.5 30.1 1.4

MALAYSIA'S IMPORTS OF FURNITURE DETAILS
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Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC)
Tel 1 603-9282 2333 email : council@mfc.my

Lot 19A, 19th Floor, Menara PGRM 1
No 8, Jalan Pudu Ulu, 56100 Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Fax :603-9286 2296 website : www.mfc.my



