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MFC’s Corporate Social Responsibility Programme gains widespread praise
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When regions around the country were hit by a
series of devastating floods in December 2021, these
latest calamities just piled up more misery to a
population already burdened with the ongoing
Covid-19 pandemic, lack of job opportunities and
also rising cost of living due to inflation and the
ever-increasing transportation charges.

Things were especially critical in areas such as Taman
Sri Muda and Klang (Selangor), Bentong, Temerloh,
Mentakab (Pahang) and even states like Negeri
Sembilan (Jelebu), Melaka and Johor where water
levels reached up to 4 metres in certain places. This
caused a number of fatalities and unprecedented
destruction to properties and facilities.

Seeing the grim situation befell on the victims, like
other non-governmental organisation, MFC has
taken the initiative in organising its very own
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Programme to
alleviate the suffering of the flood victims.

It then contacted its members for their support and
the response has been very encouraging.
Throughout the programme, members from north to
south Peninsula Malaysia donated furniture in
various form such as mattress, wardrobes, dining sets
and other livelihood materials as well as cash. MFC
seeks to cooperate with other charity movements
such as the Crisis Relief Squad of Malaysia (CRSM) to
strengthen its reach to those in need.
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Furthermore, as many places are still slowly
recovering from the flood, obtaining such aid is
another headache for the recipients. Therefore,
donors have also arranged its own transportation to
various destinations such as Bentong, Mentakab, Hulu
Langat, Klang, Segamat, Pagoh and also Melaka.

Several MFC leaders such as President Khoo Yeow
Chong, Secretary General Matthew Law, Deputy
Secretary General Goh Song Huang, Vice President
Lee Poh Siang and Jamaludin, Committee Daniel Hu,
Alfred Yow, Lee Ngee Yong and Fazli Shah Simpon,
MFC Youth Club Chief Dato’ Kenny Low were also
actively involved with the distribution of the aid
alongside the MFC and EFE Staff whom travelled
north to south to ensure the process goes smoothly.

Such commitment displayed by MFC has obtained
goodwill and the attention from the authorities such
as the Melaka Chief Minister, YAB Datuk Seri Haji
Sulaiman bin Md Ali whom thanked the council for
rendering its assistance. He also promised that the aid
given will be distributed fairly to the victims with MFC's
aid valued at RM 207,100 to the historical state alone.
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Additionally, during a handover ceremony between MFC and
CRSM Selangor on January 22, 2022 MFC President, Khoo Yeow
Chong in his speech stressed that upon hearing news of the
flood, the council immediately provided its support and with the
coordination of CRSM has successfully delivered furniture to
places mentioned above.

MCA Secretary-General, Datuk Chong Sin Woon in the same event
said that CRSM initiated a GoCare Flood Relief Home Rebuilding
Campaign, a crowdfunding platform aimed at alleviating the
suffering of the victims. He then expressed his utmost gratitude OSHI FURNITURE SDN BHD
to kind-hearted individuals including MFC which has helped

raised over RM 1 million worth of goods.

As of January 21, 2022, MFC alone has collected a total of RM
1.335 million worth of goods has been collected and contributed
to the victims nationwide.
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https.//www.melakahariini.my/majlis-perabot-malaysia-sumbang-perabot-kepada-mangsa-banjir-di-melaka/
https.//www.bharian.com.my/berita/nasional/2022/01/913050/bantuan-banjir-akan-diagih-dengan-adil
http://mk.chinapress.com.my/?p=490241
https.//www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2022/01/23/helping-flood-victims-rebuild
https.//www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2022/01/22/crsm-and-malaysia-furniture-council-help-flood-victims-rebuild
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The reopening of the economy has brought a sigh of relief to many industry players. Nevertheless,
many are still reeling with the effects of the numerous Movement Control Orders (MCOs) for the past
two years.

MTIB will be offering a subsidy for industry players whom are interested to join the numerous local
(Wood & Lifestyle) and international level exhibitions in 2022. Under this new scheme, participants are
only required to pay a minimal participation fee for the booth (3m x 3m/ per booth) and exhibition site.

For international level events, the fee is RM 500 per booth with RM 350 per booth for its local counter-

parts. In order to ensure more will benefit, participants are only allowed to choose two events with only
two booths allocated per event.

It is hopeful that this subsidy will play a part in lessening the burden of industry players seeking to
rebuild their businesses.

HOME RENOVATION EXPO (REX) PART-1 25- 27 FEB KLCC

[
2 |[HOMEDEC KL 13- 14 MEI KLCC
3 |MIFF 811 MAC MITEC
4 |EFE 9-12 MAC KLCC
5 [PERFECT LIVIN HOME MEI MID VALLEY KL
4 |PENFURNEX JUN SETIA SPICE, PENANG
7 |ARCHIDEX 29 JUN -2 JULAI KLCC
8 |HOMEDEC PENANG 30 SEPT - 2 OKT SETIA SPICE, PENANG
9 |WILAYAH UTARA
(KEDAH. PERAK & PULAU PINANG] APRIL PUSAT MEMBELI BELAH
10 |BORNEO UTAMA @ LAIN - LAIN
(SABAH & SARAWAK) JUN TEMPAT BERSESUAIAN YANG
11 [WILAYAH TMUR DITENTUKAN
(KELANTAN, PAHANG & TERENGGANU) SEPTEMBER

* Nota : MTIB berhak memutuskan syarikat yang akan menyertai pameran, dan
** Anggaran Tarikh dan tempat mungkin berubah dan akan disusuli dengan surat tawaran terbaru

Source: MTIB Letter
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After countless appeals, meetings and requests, furniture industry players can finally find a good
reason to be cheerful with Chinese New Year approaching. The Ministry of Human Resources on
January 15, 2022 announced that the application process for new foreign workers will be opened by
stages.

So far, the furniture industry has been unable to get any new foreign workers since 2019 while its
existing manpower is reducing due to the expiry of their respective working permits.

According to the media release, applications for foreign workers without special exemption will be
open from February 15, 2022 and employers can make the application through http://www.fw-
cms.com.my/

The government however reminded that employers are still required to adhere to the SOP for Entry of
Foreign Workers consisting of four phases (pre-departure, arrival, quarantine, and post-quarantine). It
is compulsory for foreign workers to undergo a 7-day quarantine upon arrival and two Covid-19 swab
test with the cost being bear by the employer.

Source:
https.//www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/01/763190/application-foreign-workers-plantation-sector-start-jan-28
(Kenyataan Media Permohonan Pengambilan Pekerja Asing, Menteri Sumber Manusia)
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Extension of Surat Kelulusan Bersyarat Pekerja Asing serves as another good news
for employers
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In conjunction with the government’s decision on the employment of new foreign workers,
the Ministry of Home Affairs (KDN) has brought another reason to cheer for employers.

According to its latest announcement, foreign workers whom their Surat Kelulusan Bersyarat
has expired from March 1, 2020 - September 30, 2021 are able to obtain a 12 month
extension from the date of approval given by the authorities.

Nevertheless, there are certain restrictions where employers whom have applied or receive
the levy claim under the ‘frozen sectors’are NOT entitled under this programme.

Employers are able to make their application with the necessary documents at the One Stop
Centre, BPPA at KDN in person from February 3, 2022 — May 31, 2022 during normal working
hours (9.00am - 3.00pm/ Monday —Friday). Priority will be given to those with an
appointment made at https://etemujanji.moha.gov.my/

Further enquiries can be made at OSC BPPA at 03- 8885 2939/ 2940.
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Source: Notis Makluman Perlanjutan Tempoh Kelulusan Bersyarat Penggajian Pekerja Asing Bagi Semua Sektor, BPPA, KDN
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Courtesy Visit to Tun Daim
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President Khoo Yeow Chong and Secretary General Matthew Law {
pay a courtesy visit to Tun Daim this morning to discuss about
the challenges and problems facing by the furniture industry
recently including the Furniture parks / Furniture City issue.
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As global warming continues to be a challenge, the Canadian province of
British Columbia seeks to do its part by utilising mass timber, as its
construction material.

Unlike its counterparts, concrete and steel, mass timber has a lower
impact on the air and water pollution which also reduces greenhouse gas
emission. Its durability is another advantage by being earthquake safe and
fire resistant in an area exposed to forest fire and the Pacific Ring of Fire.

Furthermore, its lightweight nature also reduces the foundation
requirement for a building subsequently its construction cost as well. The
other major advantage is the usage of mass timber allows architects to
pre-plan and prefabricate the different parts of the building which
increases the speed of construction on-site.

Currently, the province is host to a number of innovative mass timber
buildings such as Prototype, 1 Londsdale or Burrard Exchange in
Vancouver with several more in development.

Source: https://dailyhive.com/vancouver/bc-leader-in-mass-timber-naturallywood
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Malaysia’s Manufacturing recorded the highest sales value amounted to
RM142.4 billion with growth of 18.8 per cent in November 2021
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EXTERMNAL TRADE STATISTICS, NOVEMBER 2021 .

5. Exports of Selected Major Product

The increase in exports for November 2021 has been seen in the positive growth of the
following products:

«  E&F products (35.7% of total exports), expanded by 17.4 per cent (+RM5,9 billion) to
RM40.0 billion:

« Refined petroleum products, which accounted for 8.1 per cent of total exports, soared
by RMS.3 billion or 140.9 per cent to RM9.0 billion in line with the increase in both
average unit value (+90.1%) and export volume (+26.7%},

« Palm oil & palm oil-based products (9.9% of total exports) grew by RM5.2 billion
(+89.7%) to RM11.1 billion, Exports of palm ail, the major commodity in this grolip of
products rose by RM2.9 billion or 81,6 per cent along with the rise of both average unit
value (+36.4%) and export volume {+33.1%);

+  LNG, accounting for 3.4 per cent of total exports, increased RM1.9 billion or
99.5 per cent consistent with the growthin both average unit value {+76.6%) and export
volume (+13.0%},

= Timber and timber-based products, which contributed 2.1 per cent to total exports
increased by 17.9 per cent or RM356.2 million to RM2.3 billion; and

+ Natural rubber (0.4% of total exports) increased 29.5 per cent or RM98.1 million as
shown in the growth of average unitvalue (+20.1%) and export volume (+7.8% .

However, exports of crude petreleum, which constituted 1.2 per cent 1o total exports dropped
RM209.3 million or 13.4 per cent to RM1.4 billien as a result of the decrease in expert volume
(-86.4%). However. average unit value increased (+98 8%,

Exhibit 2: Exports by Selected Major Product, November 2020 and Movember 2021
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Malaysian Furniture Council (MFC)

: - il
Lot 19A, 19th Floor, Menara PGRM 1 i 603-9282 2333 emat

No 8, Jalan Pudu Ulu, 56100 Cheras, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Fax :603-9286 2296 website

: council@mfc.my

: www.mfc.my



